POTTSVILLE
 2926
 POULTRY
 
mills, silk, shirt and hosiery works and manu-
factories of nails, agricultural implements;
cigars and other articles. The borough has
a school library, two hospitals and the Hill
School, a private institution for boys. The
place was established in 1752, and was called
Pottsgrove until its incorporation in 1815.
Population, 1920, 17,431; in 1930, 19,430, a
gain of 11.4 per cent.
POTTS'VILLE, pa., the county seat of
Schuylkill County, thirty-five miles north-
west of Beading, on the Schuylkill River and
on the Philadelphia & Reading, the Pennsyl-
vania, the Lehigh Valley, and the People's
railroads. The borough is surrounded by
anthracite coal fields, and is principally en-
gaged in mining. It was here that anthra-
cite coal was first used successfully for smelt-
ing iron ore. There are two railroad shops,
a large steel plant, and manufactories of
plush, velvet, explosives, machinery, textiles,
bolts, nuts and shoes. The borough has a hos-
pital, a very fine courthouse, a hospital and
the Pottsville Athenaeum, which contains a
library. The place was settled about 1800,
was laid out as a town by John Pott in 1816,
was incorporated as a borough in 1828 and
was made a city in 1851. The commission
form of government was adopted in 1914.
Population, 1920, 21,786; in 1930, 24,300,
a gain of 11.5 per cent.
POU&HKEEPSIE, po Up'si, N. Y., the
county seat of Dutchess County, seventy-
four miles north of New York City, on the
east bank of the Hudson River and on the
New York Central and the Central New
England railroads. A ferry connects with
the West Shore railroad, and electric railways
extend to neighboring places. The city is
built on an elevation about 200 feet above
the river. It is the seat of Vassar College,
Glen Eclen Seminary and a famous business
college; it also has the Adriance Library, a
state hospital for the insane and four hos*-
pitals. A cantilever bridge, 7,100 feet long,
which here spans the Hudson, Is of interest.
The important industrial enterprises of the
city include mowing-machine works, found-
ries, machine shops, a shoe factory, pack-
ing houses, lumber mills and manufactories
of patent medicines, underwear, plows, cigars
and cigarettes and other articles.
The place was settled by the Dutch in 1698,
on the site of an Indian village called Apo-
keepsing, meaning safe harbor. During1 the
Revolution, after 1778, it was the capital of
 the state, and the convention which ratified
the Federal Constitution met here. It was
made a village in 1799, and was chartered
as a city in 1S54. Population, 1920, 35,000;
in 1930, 40,288, a gain of 15 per cent.
POULTRY. In its broadest sense this term
is applied to all domesticated birds—the hen,
the duck, the goose, the turkey, the guinea
fowl and a few other varieties—but the
prominence which the chicken industry has
gained in the last few years has caused poul-
try raising to mean chicken raising.
This industry attracts a large number of
people because it leads to a pleasant out-
of-doors life, and because, for the capital in-
vested, it yields larger returns than any other
branch of farm industry, provided those who
enter upon it have a liking for the business
and are willing to be patient and industrious
workers. It is wise for one not acquainted
with the business to begin with a small flock
of chickens, and to add to these from time to
time as his success will warrant. Some fail-
ures are bound to occur, and the wise poultry-
man, instead of becoming discouraged, will
look for the causes of these failures and try
to remove them.
Classification of Breeds. In the United
States, poultrymen divide all breeds into three
general classes; these are egg breeds, meat
breeds and general-purpose breeds. Before
selecting his stock the poultryman must de-
cide whether he wishes to make eggs or meat
his leading product or whether he wishes to
supply both eggs and meat for the market.
By this, we do not mean that should he de-
cide upon eggs as his chief source of in-
come he will have no meat to sell, or should
he decide upon meat as his chief source of
income he will have no eggs to sell. But if
he selects egg1 breeds, he will have less meat,
and if lie selects meat breeds he will have
fewer eggs for the market.
Egg Breeds. Most poultry farms center
their interests on the production of eggs,
since the largest revenue is derived from
this source. Such farms are stocked with
some one of the leading egg breeds. Among
these, the Leghorns and the Minorcas are de-
clared to be the best. Chickens belonging to
the egg breeds are small and active, and they
mature early.
Meat Breeds. Tnese include chickens of
a large size, such as the Cochins and Brahmas.
They move slowly, mature late and are not
good layers.

